[Quality assurance of clinical trials].
A quality assurance system for clinical trials entails the definition, prior to the trial, of a number of procedures (the "good clinical practices") ensuring that it will be correctly conducted and the verification that these procedures have been respected. Setting up a clinical trial quality assurance system involving the manufacturer, university staff and public authorities should result in trials that are better performed. The role and responsibilities of each party are discussed, together with the consequences to be expected from the introduction of good clinical practices in France.